Claims 



1. A computer program embodied on a computer readable medium for 

abstracting physical devices in a system, comprising: 

a physical device code segment capable receiving device data from a physical 

device; 

a logical device code segment in communication with the physical device code 
segment, the logical device code segment capable of receiving the device data from the 
physical device code segment; and 

an application code segment in communication with the logical device code 
segment, the application code segment capable of accessing the device data from the 
logical device code segment, the application code segment further capable of processing 
device data generated by the physical device. 

2. A computer program as recited in claim 1, wherein the logical device code 
segment is capable of providing access to device data from a plurality of physical 
devices. 

3. A computer program as recited in claim 2, wherein the plurality of 
physical devices provide data for the same number of variables. 
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4. A computer program as recited in claim 3, wherein the number of 
variables is one. 

5. A computer program as recited in claim 4, wherein the physical control is 
a slider control. 

6. A computer program as recited in claim 4, wherein the physical control is 
a dial control. 

7. A computer program as recited in claim 3, wherein the number of 
variables is two. 

8. A computer program as recited in claim 7, wherein the physical control is 
a mouse control. 

9. A computer program as recited in claim 7, wherein the physical control is 
a trackball. 
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10. A method for abstracting physical devices in a system, comprising the 
operations of: 

receiving device data from a physical device computer code segment, the physical 
device computer code segment capable receiving the device data from the physical 
device; 

providing an access to the device data to an application program. 

11. A method as recited in claim 10, wherein the device data includes a 
current state of the physical device. 

12. A method as recited in claim 11, wherein the device data includes event 
data indicating whether the current state of the physical device has changed. 

13. A method as recited in claim 10, wherein access to the device data is 
provided using an application programming interface (API). 
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14. A method as recited in claim 11, wherein the API provides access to 
device data from a plurality of physical devices, wherein the plurality of physical devices 
provide data for the same number of variables. 

15. A computer interface for abstracting physical devices in a system, 
comprising: 

a physical device implementation code segment capable receiving device data 
from a physical device; and 

an application programming interface (API) code segment in communication with 
a physical device implementation code segment, the API code segment capable of 
receiving the device data from the physical device code segment, 

wherein an application program can communicate with the API code segment to 
access the device data. 

16. A computer interface as recited in claim 15, wherein the device data 
includes a current state of the physical device. 
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17. A computer interface as recited in claim 16, wherein the device data 
includes event data indicating whether the current state of the physical device has 
changed. 

18. A computer interface as recited in claim 17, wherein the API code 
segment provides access to device data from a plurality of physical devices, wherein each 
physical device of the plurality of physical devices provides data for the same number of 
variables. 

19. A computer interface as recited in claim 18, wherein the application 
program can access device data from different physical devices without altering the 
application program, each physical device providing data for the same number of 
variables. 

20. A computer interface as recited in claim 19, wherein the physical devices 
are physical control devices for one of automobiles, boats, planes, balloons, spacecraft, 
man powered transpiration vehicles, and solar powered vehicles. 



SUNMP152/ASP 



24 



Patent Application 



